
Council Reform Members: 

Thank you for your recent letter.  Please know that the suggestions that you offered will be 

given consideration.  

The first item you mentioned is that of public comment.  Currently, public comment is 

permitted and encouraged at the committee hearings.  This is where the substantive 

legislative work of council takes place.  

I understand that you believe that there would be some additional benefit to having 

comments at the Monday night meetings.  As to that concern, please be aware that I have 

referred the matter of public comment to our Research Policy Cluster.  I’ve instructed them to 

begin a survey of how various local governments – primarily other councils throughout the 

country - handle public comment and what models seem to work.  

The research policy cluster will forward the results of their work to the Council’s Rules and 

Operations Committees for discussion. After that the committee will then make a 

recommendation to all of Council. 

Some of the other matters listed involve provisions of the Charter of the City of Cleveland. For 

example, on the issue of emergency ordinances.  While we all understand that the term 

“emergency” generally expresses some great urgency, the Charter defines emergency as, 

“…providing for the usual daily operation of a Municipal department.”  This is different from 

the everyday understanding.   

It simply means “……” Bills passed under emergency – after the mayor’s signature – go 

immediately into effect rather than 30 days after the date of passage.” Per the City Charter, it 

can only pass that way if two-thirds of the members of council vote for it. 

On the matter of appointments, as the charter states “… if the vacancy occurs at any time 

which is more than two years before the next regular Municipal election, the person selected 

by the Council to fill the vacancy shall hold office until the person’s successor is elected at 

special municipal elections to be held … and is qualified.”  

The current process of appointments was recently voted on by the citizens of the City of 

Cleveland.  Special elections are costly, and the cost is born by the City of Cleveland.  

Finally, the Unit Rule is a political not a Council function.  Again, thank you for your 

correspondence. 

  

Sincerely, 

 
Kevin J. Kelley  
President, Cleveland City Council 

601 E. Lakeside Avenue, Room 220 
Cleveland, Ohio 44114 

(216) 664-2903 City Hall 

(216) 351-7077 Ward Office 


